
 
 

September 24, 2020 
 

Mr. Joseph V. Cuffari 
Inspector General 
Department of Homeland Security 
Office of Inspector General 
Washington, D.C. 20528 
 
Dear Mr. Cuffari, 
 
We write today concerning sensationalized reports regarding the treatment of detainees at the 
Irwin County Detention Center in Ocilla, Georgia. Recent developments indicate that the 
allegations included in the complaint made to your office by Dawn Wooten, represented by 
Project South, are questionable at best. We hope that your office will consider the recently 
reported facWV diVSXWiQg MV. WRRWeQ¶V aOOegaWiRQV, aQd VheddiQg OighW RQ PURMecW SRXWh¶V UadicaO, 
anti-law enforcement agenda, as you continue your investigation.  
 
As you know, Ms. Wooten and Project South issued a complaint on September 14, 2020, 
alleging that mass hysterectomies were being performed on detainees at the Irwin County 
Detention Center (Whe ³CeQWeU´) aQd WhaW ³PedicaO QegOecW´ ZaV WaNing place surrounding the 
CeQWeU¶V aSSURach WR Whe cRURQaYiUXV SaQdePic.1 Project SRXWh¶V cRPSOaiQW, which relied on 
several unsubstantiated, VecRQdhaQd accRXQWV aQd MV. WRRWeQ¶V own view of operations at the 
Center, was quickly refuted by individuals at both the Irwin County Hospital and Immigrations 
and Custom Enforcement (ICE) who have made clear that Whe gURXS¶V cOaiP Rf PaVV 
hysterectomies is unsupported by hospital and ICE records.2 In fact, ICE released a statement on 
September 15, 2020, ³YehePeQWO\ disput[ing] the implication that detainees are used for 
experimental medical procedures".3 Despite these facts, Democrat Members of Congress and the 
media have seized on MV. WRRWeQ¶V cOaiP WhaW Whe dRcWRU iQ TXeVWiRQ iV a ³XWeUXV cROOecWRU´ ZhR 
WaNeV ³aOO WheiU XWeUXVeV RXt RU he¶V WaNeQ WheiU WXbeV RXW´, OeadiQg cRQgUeVViRQaO OeadeUV WR acceSW 

 
1 Project South, Georgia Detention Watch, Georgia Latino Alliance for Human Rights, and South Georgia 
Immigrant Support Network, Re: Lack of Medical Care, Unsafe Work Practices, and Absence of Adequate 
Protection Against COVID-19 for Detained Immigrants and Employees Alike at the Irwin County Detention Center, 
at 2 (Sept. 14, 2020) https://projectsouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/OIG-ICDC-Complaint-1.pdf. (hereinafter 
³PURMecW SRXWh CRPSOaiQW´).  
2 Sinead Baker, Hospital for ICE detention center accused of mass hysterectomies says it only carried out 2, casting 
doubt on allegations, Business Insider (Sept. 23, 2020 at 7:18AM) (https://www.businessinsider.com/hospital-2-
hysterectomies-done-detained-woman-after-mass-operations-claims-2020-9l; Haven Orecchio-Egresitz, A Georgia 
ICE deWenWion cenWeU iV no longeU Vending deWained Zomen Wo a docWoU Zho Vome Vaid didn¶W fXll\ e[Slain WheiU 
procedures to them, Insider (Sept. 23, 2020) (https://www.insider.com/georgia-ice-detention-no-longer-using-dr-
mahendra-amin-2020-9).  
3 Rick Jervis, Alleged unwanted hysterectomies and other abuses at ICE facility prompts investigation, USA Today 
(Sept. 17, 2020 at 8:41PM) (https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/09/17/hysterectomies-immigrants-
complaint-ice-and-detention-center-irwin-county/3482369001/).  



PURMecW SRXWh¶V cOaiPV aV facW, despite the increasing evidence demonstrating MV. WRRWeQ¶V 
claims are, at best, exaggerated and, at worst, completely fabricated. 
 
TZR da\V afWeU Whe UeOeaVe Rf PURMecW SRXWh¶V cRPSOaiQW, 173 DePRcUaW MePbeUV Rf CRQgUeVV, 
led by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, wrote to you urging an immediate investigation, centering 
WheiU caOO aOPRVW eQWiUeO\ RQ MV. WRRWeQ¶V cOaiPV WhaW ³PaVV h\VWeUecWRPieV´ ZeUe WaNiQg SOace 
at the Center, equating the practice to eugenics.4 In light of the Democrats¶ unbridled acceptance 
Rf MV. WRRWeQ¶V cOaiPV aV facW aQd WheiU SUeVVXUe on your office to take adverse action against 
the Center and the medical professionals involved, we believe it is critical we bring to your 
aWWeQWiRQ UeceQW UeSRUWV diUecWO\ diVSXWiQg PURMecW SRXWh¶V aQd MV. WRRWeQ¶V ³PaVV 
h\VWeUecWRP\´ cOaiPV.  
 
On September 22, 2020, the Irwin County Hospital, the medical facility serving detainees at the 
CeQWeU, UeOeaVed a VWaWePeQW WhaW Whe aOOegaWiRQV Pade b\ MV. WRRWeQ aQd PURMecW SRXWh ³aUe 
diVWXUbiQg aQd VeQVaWiRQaO, bXW aUe QRW VXSSRUWed b\ UeaOiW\´ aQd Whe dRcWRU ³iV a ORQgWiPe 
member of the Irwin County Hospital medical staff and has been in good standing for the 
eQWiUeW\ Rf hiV VeUYice WR Whe IUZiQ CRXQW\ cRPPXQiW\.´5 Further, ICE has reviewed its own 
records, showing that only two female detainees at the Center had been referred for 
hysterectomies since 2017.6 Importantly, such an invasive procedure requires inter-agency 
approval at ICE, specifically from a supervising medical officer who maintains records on such 
surgeries and referrals.  
 
DeVSiWe PURMecW SRXWh¶V RWheU aOOegaWiRQV, iWV cOaiPV Rf ³PaVV h\VWeUecWRPieV´ WRRN ceQWeU VWage 
TXicNO\ afWeU Whe cRPSOaiQW ZaV iVVXed. The gURXS¶V aWWRUQe\ aQd Oead iQYeVWigaWRU fRU Whe 
complaint verified that she had, in fact, not even spoken to or identified any detainee claiming to 
have undergone a hysterectomy, deVSiWe MV. WRRWeQ¶V cOaiPV Vhe had VSRNeQ ZiWh ³VeYeUaO 
iQPaWeV´ ZhR haYe ³had h\VWeUecWRPieV´ heUVeOf.7 PURMecW SRXWh¶V failure WR YeUif\ MV. WRRWeQ¶V 
claims regarding hysterectomies should call her allegations into question, and recent reports 
show that MV. WRRWeQ¶V claims were clearly exaggerated to spark outrage. 
 
As you conduct your investigation, I hope you will also consider the motives behind the 
nonprofit at the center of MV. WRRWeQ¶V complaint ± Project South. According to its website, 
Project South is ³committed to ending the use of local police to enforce´ ZhaW Whe\ chaUacWeUi]e 
as ³Whe fedeUaO gRYeUQPeQW¶V dUacRQiaQ aQd racist immigration policies.´ GiYeQ Whe facW WhaW 
PURMecW SRXWh RSeQO\ chaUacWeUi]eV Whe U.S. gRYeUQPeQW¶V iPPigUaWiRQ OaZV aV ³dUacRQiaQ´ aQd 
³UaciVW´, iW iV Vafe WR aVVXPe WhiV RUgaQi]aWiRQ haV a YeVWed iQWeUeVW iQ fXUWheUiQg MV. WRRWeQ¶V 
allegations in an effort to shut down the facility. In fact, PURMecW SRXWh bRaVWV a gRaO Rf ³VhXWWiQg 
dRZQ iPPigUaWiRQ ceQWeUV´, iQcOXdiQg WheiU effRUW VWaUWiQg in 2017 WR ³UeiWeUaWe Whe dePaQd fRU 
bRWh´ Whe SWeZaUW DeWeQWiRQ CeQWeU aQd Whe Irwin County Detention Center ± what they believe 

 
4 Letter to Mr. Joseph V. Cuffari, Inspector General, Department of Homeland Security (Sept. 15, 2020) 
(https://jayapal.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/DHS-IG-FINAL.pdf).  
5 Nick Miroff, Hospital where activists say ICE detainees were subjected to hysterectomies says just two were 
performed there, The Washington Post (Sept. 22, 2020 at 4:10PM) 
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/ice-detainee-hysterectomies-hospital/2020/09/22/aaf2ca7e-fcfd-
11ea-830c-a160b331ca62_story.html). 
6 Id.  
7 Project South Complaint at 19.   



WR be ³WZR Rf Whe ZRUVW iPPigUaWiRQ deWeQWiRQ ceQWeUV iQ Whe cRXQWU\´ ± be shut down.8 Project 
SRXWh¶V ZebViWe aOVR bRaVWV WheiU ³fUee OegaO UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ´ Rf iPPigUaQWV XQdeU iQYeVWigaWiRQ b\ 
Whe FedeUaO BXUeaX Rf IQYeVWigaWiRQ¶V (FBI) JRiQW TeUURUiVP TaVN FRUceV aQd WheiU ³abROiVh ICE´ 
agenda. Given their mission, it is abundantly clear that Project South¶V QXPbeU Rne objective is 
to bring attention to any claims ± despite the fact that such claims may be fabricated ± that may 
further their radical, anti-law enforcement agenda.  
 
AV \RXU Rffice cRQWiQXeV iQYeVWigaWiQg MV. WRRWeQ¶V cOaiPV, Ze hRSe WhaW \RX ZiOO cRQVider not 
only the reports of Irwin County Hospital and ICE made available iQ UeVSRQVe WR PURMecW SRXWh¶V 
complaint, but also the clear PRWiYeV SeUVXadiQg WhiV RUgaQi]aWiRQ WR ePbUace MV. WRRWeQ¶V 
claims without first verifying them. The legislature has a duty to the American people that it will 
take seriously any claims of government wrongdoing, abuse, and fraud, but Democrats have 
shown a willingness to spend every dime of taxpayer money they can to investigate claims that 
support their anti-ICE stance, no matter how unfounded or exaggerated they may be, just to 
lodge criticisms at the Trump Administration. Detention facilities like Irwin County Detention 
CeQWeU VeUYe aQ iPSRUWaQW SXUSRVe iQ XShROdiQg aQd eQfRUciQg RXU QaWiRQ¶V iPPigUaWiRQ OaZV aQd 
we refuse to allow Democrats to shut them down by ignoring the facts in front of them.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Doug Collins         Austin Scott 
Member of Congress       Member of Congress 
 

 
8 See Legal & Advocacy, Project South (https://projectsouth.org/legal-advocacy-work/); Sign the Petition: Shut 
Down the Irwin County Detention Center!, The Action Network (https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/sign-the-
petition-demand-the-shut-down-irwin-county-detention-center?source=twitter).  
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